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Treatment
Lice are easy to destroy. Three methods are used, depending on the season of the year the treatment is applied and the number of animals affected. Treatment may be by hand applications, by spraying, or by dipping. In the winter a small herd is best treated with hand applications. In very cold weather a dry powder is best. For this purpose, two parts of powdered sabadilla seed and one part flowers of sulfur have given good results; mix the two powders and apply to the hair with a stiff brush dipped in the powder. Another winter treatment uses cottonseed-oil and kerosene, equal parts of each mixed. Crude petroleum is also empTbyed. The_cpttonseed-oil and kerosene and the crude petroleum should be put on with a brush or cloth; apply a thin coating over the entire body including the inside of the ears.
In early autumn, the spray method is favored when the number of cows to be treated does not warrant the construction of a vat for dipping. A small garden sprayer will serve. Any of the common coal-tar dips on the market may be used for spraying. It is always best to follow the directions printed on the label of the container.
Dipping is the best treatment, but it will not be considered on the small farm because it necessitates the expense of building a special vat. If a large number of cows is to be treated, this is the best method. It is very effective. Anyone interested can secure special instructions on vat construction and solutions from the United States Department of Agriculture at Washington.
Whatever method is employed, it will be necessary to repeat the treatment in about fifteen or sixteen days. This is done to kill the young lice that hatch out from nits which were on the animal at the time of the first treatment. The dipping or spraying does not destroy the nits. After treating the herd, it would be well to clean the barn thoroughly to remove any lice or nits that may have dropped off in the litter. If possible, the litter should be burned. The